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A Toronto Public Library (TPL) branch in East York is planned to be rebuilt with a modern complex 
distinguished by a gorgeous flowing exterior, but some housing advocates aren't happy about the plan's 
elimination of existing residential uses on the site.

The TPL's Dawes Road Branch at 416 Dawes Rd. was built in 1976 and refurbished from 2001-2002, but 
you'd never know it from its rough exterior. The current complex is also home to eight condominium units 
hidden away above the library, with an address of 414 Dawes Rd.

As part of a plan to redevelop the branch with a rebuilt library and a city-operated community hub, the city 
entered into negotiations to purchase the eight residential condominium units in 2017, but the 
redevelopment's lack of replacement units is facing criticism from housing advocates.

In place of the current homes and library, Toronto would get a brand new $20 million building unlike any 
other library or community hub in the city.
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